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	SOHAM TWINNING ASSOCIATION
	

	
	Committee Meeting
	

	
	8th May 2012
	

	
	
	

	
	“The Fountain” 8pm  Courtesy of Zoe and John
	

	
	
	

	
	Present:                 Anne Pallett, Chair
Sara Lang, Minute Secretary and PR
Peter Beer 
                              Janice Gordon    
Maura Castling
Rosemary Aitchison
Maureen Dwyer
Chloe
	

	
	Minute taker:         Sara Lang
	Action

	1. 
	Apologies : Ann Jarman, Vivienne Robinson, Diana Hillman, Sam Warner, Jenny and Andrew Fletcher, Steve Frost 

	

	2. 
	Agree minutes of  6th March.   
There were a few typos and names mis-spelt.  It should be “Geoff Griggs” instead of “Jeff Briggs”.  In section 7, Jacky Hibbert is spelled with a “y”not “ie” and  Pallett intead of Pallet.  In section 9  “illicit” should have been “elicit”.   Otherwise all agreed.  Minutes agreed and signed by the Chair.


	

	3. 
	Matters Arising

There were no matters arising. 

	

	4. 
	Chairman’s  Report
A cheque has been raised to cover the £30 bill for the hiring of the room at Viva for the quiz which MC will send on.  
The Chair has heard from Martine Crawford, re the French visit here and us going over to France.  All welcome to come for the Fêtes des Bords des Loire in late June (30th)/early July (1st).  The Chair cannot go due to previous commitments.  If anyone can, please get in touch to discuss travel arrangement.  Martine had got the dates of the Pumpkin Fair mixed up, and now she can’t make it.  The Chair wants to visit her sometime this year  possibly September or early October. TBC. It was felt the Pumpkin Fair committee should  invite the French if they wished to do so.  
Martine will speak to Marie-Christine about possibly setting up an arrangement for penpals.  The Chair has received 2 letters from a 9-yr old and 10 yr-old who would like to visit.  The letters to be given to Sam Warner, which the Chair will follow up  First letter one was from a 13 year old  – this is OK for the college, younger penpals would be for the primary schools and would be more difficult.  Jenny Fletcher works in a school with children of primary age, so that could be a contact.  Britain is very busy this summer with the Olympics and Jubilee, next year will be a lot quieter.  PB said he thought the two primary schools here have started to get involved with language teaching, AP said she has heard that Portuguese lessons are proposed to be taught because the Portuguese children are not too conversant with  English.  PB cannot go to the Fêtes des Bords des Loire, but suggested we offer a travel grant to someone who can go; we have the money in the account - we should take a vote on helping with the travel fare at least.  MC agreed, but warned this could set a precedent and we need to be able to justify it.   Money raised by the Pumpkin Fair is to designate support for such things.  Also, the person(s) going would be representing the Chair. It was suggested we pay portion of the fare, eg £50 per head.  Whatever is decided it needs to be booked up fairly soon because of availability of  flights.  Ideally the person would be able to go longer than a week.  AP would like to see Martine – we could go to their Pumpkin Fair in October, as we did last year, though it was very cold! PB may commit but not yet. The exact date is unclear – in 2011 it was around the 8th October, so possibly 13th or 16th if the week before.  We need to firm it up within the next week. (The Chair confirmed today that it is the 13th and 14th October). Our Pumpkin Fair  is Sept. 29th, which is the last Saturday in September.   

	MC
AP

AP

	5. 
	Treasurers Report
MC read out the report which included the takings from the Quiz night. The return on Quiz Night is misleading, as we were in the Viva Centre, we bought biscuits, coffee & tea, wine for the raffle. £5.99 for cava, £11.29 for the wine, so £12 not the actual return, but we do have some stock left over. £30 for the hire of the hall is quite expensive; we need to expand numbers.  We have £2,047.47 in total, in the accounts.  £9.92 petty cash was left over.    Now we have £10.28 in petty cash including the 36p loose change to be banked!  

	MC



	6. 
	Quiz
We discussed how to improve the event and it was agreed we need a better, constant venue.  The Viva room was too expensive.  The Comrades Club is bigger, but we have to book it at least 2 months in advance.  The time of year was discussed and whether Spring time is right, or if not, when would be.   Thanks were extended to RA, who puts up the prizes, free. Easter Sunday is March 31st next year.  The quiz night has to be a Saturday -13th is closest to the date this year.  RA thought this is too late, end February beginning March is better but stay away from Easter. AP to talk to Comrades Club now.  It needs to go on the Forum Calendar, Liz Johnson, Chair of Forum, is holding a meeting 28/5/12.  All our events should go on Forum Calendar. SL to check.   PB to send email about our Car Treasure Hunt  to G Griggs, Ely Standard, AP to go to Comrades Club to sort out booking for next year. Aim for March next year.

	AP
SL/PB

AP


	7. 
	Car Treasure Hunt

AP has spoken to Zoe of the Fountain Pub.  People can park in the pub car park afterwards; there will be no food available only crisps etc., so refreshments up to them. We ought to encourage children, as it teaches them history of their area.  We must advertise intensely, on radio etc.  Posters and fliers were given out for the members to put round.  AP to mention this at Council Annual Town Meeting on Wednesday.  SL to do some more A5 flyers for AP to pick up tomorrow before the meeting.   MC will put up some of the posters in Budgens, also in the ironing shop.  SL to print out more posters and send by email to all those at the meeting tonight and to those not, who might help anyway.   The Viva building will have one, and we need 6 for the notice boards.   MC suggested the Co-op and the electrical shop in Fordham, and that you can put notices in window of Victoria Hall.  AP to call Marie, and email a poster to her. JG is going to Isleham going on Monday, and could take publicity material.  Leaflets at Pavilion during meeting tomorrow might work, but we can’t give out during the meeting.  MD will take posters to Wicken. AP mentioned that the ‘Tree’ (by the entrance of St Andrews  School) is very popular.  The Post Office will take the A5 ones.  It has also been advertised online – Soham website and STA website.  PB presented a notice for G Griggs for Ely Standard which AP read out.  PB will take copy to Geoff tomorrow.  AP still has the advertising board which we will put up at the entrance to the pub car park. Tickets are not needed.    RA said no help is needed on the day, except to sell the raffle tickets.  PB volunteered,  RA to collect PB.   There was a discussion about prizes.  SL to write letter to Cambridge Building Society and Lloyds Bank, asking for contributions needed towards the raffle, which she will print out at work and AP will collect tomorrow..  Prizes such as a bottle of bubbly, umbrella, wine etc, will be needed.

	AP/SL

AP/MC

SL

MC
AP

JG

MD

PB
SL

AP

	8. 
	Any other business
Put notice on website about invitation to go to Fêtes des Bords des Loire, SL to contact Webmaster.  We must check that all persons on distribution group still wish to be on or even know that they are  Wait till after Car Treasure Hunt is finished and then approach them.  

	SL


	
	  Date of Next meeting
	

	
	The date of the next meeting will be Tuesday 19th June 2012. 8pm at “The Fountain” 
The meeting closed at 21.30
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